DECA New Member Initiation Ceremony

Have members stand in one large circle around tables.

President:  The XXXXXX Chapter of DECA is now in session.  The purpose of our meeting is to receive into our organization a number of new members.  These candidates have been under the directions of the pledge mistress (our secretary) who will now report the results of her instructions.

Pledge Mistress (Secretary):  Ms. President, it a pleasure to report that all candidates have met the conditions for membership in our organization.  I certify to you that each is satisfactorily completing at least one semester of school work and has maintained a cooperative attitude on all matters pertaining of DECA membership.  Secretary hands the President the minute book.
President:  You have heard the report of the Pledge Mistress.  Let us proceed with the ceremony.

Pledge Mistress: Ms. President, I recommend that these candidates be formally granted the rights and privileges  of full membership in DECA.

President:  You are about to take an important step.  Your qualifications have been examined, and you have been recommended for membership in our organization.  This is an important occasion for you and for us.  It is one which we shall cherish in memory because it focuses our attention on thoughts and purposes that are central in our lives.

Vice President:  Our organization exists because it has high purpose to which all who become members commit themselves.  This purpose is eightfold:

President:  First, to develop leadership that is competent, progressive, self-reliant, and cooperative in the field of marketing and management.

Vice President:  Second, to provide for an intelligent choice of occupations in this field through exploration of career opportunities.

Secretary:  Third, to create in each member an abiding interest in his or her chosen occupation by emphasizing the contribution he or she can make through working for the betterment of home and community.

Treasurer:  Fourth, to encourage the use of high ethical standards in business.

Historian:  Fifth, to provide for physical and mental health through satisfactory social and recreational activities.

Reporter:  Sixth, to foster a deep feeling of civic, social, and moral responsibilities of business to society.

Sgt. At Arms:  Seventh, to develop an appreciation of the influence of fine arts, both in business and personal life.

Vice President:  Finally, to develop a respect for vocational education and to encourage the use of its facilities in keeping alert and progressive in our chosen professions.  These purposes determine the character of our organizational activities.  Through our social, professional, civic, and benevolent activities, we further develop the sense of friendship and unity that permits us to help and encourage one another in the pursuit of our common beliefs.

President:  In view of this statement of purpose of DECA, will you accept the responsibilities and obligations of membership in our organization and receive the meaning of symbols by which we express to one another our common purpose.  If you, the members, accept, please answer, “We Will.”

Candidates:  We Will.

President:  The basic design of our insignia is the diamond.  The signifies value—the value we believe is inherent in the field of marketing and management.

Vice President:  The first point of the DECA diamond represents vocational understanding.  The Marketing Education graduate is prepared to take his or her place in the world and has a throughout understand of the services he or she can render and of the opportunity for further development.

Secretary:  The second point of the diamond represents civic consciousness.  The Marketing Education student understands the obligations to his or her community and the need for making the community a better place in which to live.

Treasurer:  The third point of the DECA diamond represents social intelligence.  The Marketing Education student has an opportunity to develop social graces through the many social events that the chapter plans throughout the year.
Reporter:  Our emblem is the DECA diamond.  The emblem signifies the care we must use in handling the merchandise we sell, the courtesy we must extend in dealing with our customers, and the confidence we must build in the mind of our customers.  It is a constant reminder to us of the high standards of our organization.

President:  Vocational understanding, civic consciousness, social intelligence, and leadership development—these are the four points of the DECA program.

Sgt. At Arms:  The colors of this organization are blue and gold.

Historian:  Blue suggests sincerity.  It suggests that we should e true to ourselves, and since it is the color of the heavens above us, it encourages us to reach upward.

Reporter:  Gold suggest to us the crowning success that comes to those who live wisely and usefully.  We are all seekers after success, no only because of the material wealth that it brings, but also because of the satisfaction that we derive from it.  It is a good think for a man or a woman to know that he or she has worked well.

Sgt. At Arms:  You have heard the explanation of our emblem.  As members of DECA, you are expected to support the activities or our organization, to carry out the duties assigned to you, and be diligent attention to our work, to qualify for leadership by meeting the high standards set in work experiences, in school work, and in your character.

President:  You are now prepared to take the oath of membership in our organization.  As you repeat this oath, think of the meaning of the words you say an resolve to do your best to live by them.  Please all members repeat after me:

I solemnly pledge/ to carry out to the best of my abilities/ all the duties and responsibilities/ of members of DECA./  I fully accept the purpose of this organization/ and promise to uphold its ideals in my personal life/ and in my business activities./  I realize the importance of working cooperatively./  I will so conduct myself/ that will reflect honor upon the organization/ and I will, at all times/ endeavor to maintain high standards of personal integrity.

Each officer at this point begins to light the candles in the circle until all candles are lit.  When all candles are lit:

President:  I now declare you to be members of the XXXXXXX Chapter of DECA with all the rights and privileges of membership.  Now let us listen to the reading of the DECA Creed.

Reading of the Creed:  New member or as a group.

After the DECA Creed has been read, officers blow out the candles and members will follow.  Officers collect the candles in boxes from members.

